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PETER SPIER

The Anzac Agency’s Director of
Works, Peter Elliston Spier (1909-
74) oversaw the development of

multiple projects and engaged local
Japanese architects Yoji Kasajima
and Michael Iwanaga for the
Yokohama War Cemetery. Spier
attended Swinburne Technical
College before transferring to
Melbourne University in 1930.
After qualifying, he joined
Stephenson, Meldrum & Turner
Architects, meeting future Agency
colleague Alan Robertson. During
the war, as second-in-command

of the 2/23rd Australian Infantry
Battalion, Major Spier fought at
Tobruk and El Alamein in North
Africa, and later New Guinea
before joining an engineering unit
designing camps and field hospitals.
He was discharged in January 1946.
Spier left the Agency in 1953 and
was appointed corporate architect
for Astor Radio Corporation. The
trauma of heavy bombardment
endured in defending Tobruk
eventually saw him declared ‘Totally
and Permanently Incapacitated’.
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MICHAEL IWANAGA

Michael Yoshio Iwanaga (1912-
2005) was an assistant to the
American Embassy’s Foreign
Buildings Operation Attaché in
post-war Japan when introduced

to the Australians by the Christian
missionary Paul Rusch. Born in
Fukuoka Prefecture, but raised in
the United States, Iwanaga studied
architecture at the University of
Washington, under modernist
Lionel Pries, receiving the American
Institute of Architects’ School Medal
in 1937. Limited opportunities saw
Iwanaga return to Japan, where

he designed St Andrews Chapel

at Kiyosato for Rusch. The war saw
him forcibly conscripted into the
Imperial Japanese Army, serving
throughout Manchuria, Malaya and
Burma, while his American-based
family were interned. Iwanaga
returned to the United States in
1952, settling in Chicago, where

he built a successful career along-
side serving on the boards of various
Japanese-American civic and
service organisations.
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BRETT FINNEY

Anzac Agency’s Chief Architect
from October 1946-September
1949, Horace John Brett Finney
(1913-97) established its design
office at Collins Street, Melbourne.

He liaised between the Agency
architects, the Army’s Australian
War Graves Service, officials and
contractors in countries establishing
war cemeteries. Finney studied
architecture at Melbourne
University and at the prestigious
Royal Academy in London
returning to Melbourne in 1939.
He served in the Militia before
joining the Australian Imperial
Force in 1943. He was posted to
10 Australian Workshop and Park
Company, Royal Australian
Engineers, and was serving at
Morotai, in modern-day Indonesia
at war’s end. Finney visited Japan
frequently and was captivated

by its gardens. Resigning from the
Agency in 1949, he joined Buchan,
Laird & Bawden Architects, rising
to directorship of the firm.
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YOJI KASAJIMA
Yoji Kasajima (1921-2012) was
involved in the early design

of Yokohama War Cemetery,
introduced by the Americans to

the Anzac Agency. Graduating

from Nihon University in September
1945, Kasajima taught architecture
at Jiyu Gakuen—a Christian school
designed by American architect
Frank Lloyd Wright. Impressed by
Wright's innovative use of the native
Oya stone, Kasajima introduced it at
the war cemetery. At the invitation

of Finnish architect Aarne Ervi,
Kasajima moved to Scandinavia

in 1951, collaborating with Kenzo
Tange and Tetsuo Matsumoto on
the design of Japan'’s pavilion at
the Helsingborg exhibition of 1955.
Kasajima became a Swedish citizen
in 1961and designed a Japanese
garden within Bergius Botanic
Gardens, Stockholm. He received
the Order of the Rising Sun in 1991
from Emperor Akihito for promoting
Japanese culture abroad.
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ROBERT COXHEAD

Robert Champion Coxhead
(1915-87) joined the Anzac Agency
in 1947, and barring an absence
between 1950-51, remained with
them until completion of their

building program in January

1955. Trained at the Prahran and
Melbourne Technical Art Colleges
in the early 1930s, Coxhead joined
modernist architects Mewton

& Grounds, and later Thomas

G Payne. He completed studies

at Melbourne University in 1937,
where he met future Agency
colleague Clayton Vize. After
joining the Royal Australian Air
Force (RAAF) in July 1942,
Flight-Sergeant Coxhead was
posted to W4 Section, responsible
for designing RAAF facilities for
the Empire Air Training Scheme.
Upon his discharge in September
1945, he returned to Thomas G
Payne until 1966, before joining
the Victorian Housing Commission.
Coxhead’s ‘Sandringham House’
design won the 1946 Sydney
Morning Herald home-design
competition.
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ALAN ROBERTSON

Alan Gerard Robertson (1908-
2005) worked for the Anzac
Agency for two years, primarily on

the Bomana War Cemetery at Port
Moresby—the largest Australian war
cemetery in the Pacific. He trained
with Stephenson & Meldrum
Architects and taught architecture
at Melbourne Technical College
before enlisting in the Australian
Imperial Force on 18 January 1941.
Lieutenant Robertson was assigned
to the 2/2 Motor Ambulance
Convoy, posted to Singapore in
early 1941, and was taken prisoner
of war (POW) in 1942. He was

on a work party constructing the
Syonan Jinja at McRitchie Reservoir,
Singapore and later taught architec-
tural history at the Zentsuji POW
camp in Shikoku, Japan. He was
liberated from Hanaoka, in northern
Honshu on 15 September 1945

and became a noted architect of
Catholic churches in his later career.
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ALEC MAISEY
Horticulturalist, John Alexander
(Alec) Maisey (1902-91)

contributed to all the Anzac

Agency's cemeteries creating their
most sophisticated and expansive
landscape scheme in Japan. He
joined the 2/16 Field Company,
Royal Australian Engineers, serving
in the Middle East before transfer
to Australia in early 1942. Promoted
Warrant Officer, Maisey was posted
to the 1st Australian Water Transport
Group, on Thursday Island in the
Torres Strait and Merauke, Dutch
New Guinea (West Papua,
Indonesia). He was medically
discharged in July 1945. Work for
recreational gardeners postwar

was scarce and Maisey struggled
financially before his appointment
as the Agency'’s first Horticultural
Officer in 1947. He was bestowed
an MBE in 1954 and retired in 1958.
He helped establish the Australian
Rhododendron Society Gardens at
Olinda, Victoria in the early 1960s.
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CLAYTON VIZE

Clayton Frederick Parker Vize
(1912-96) joined the newly
established Anzac Agency after the

war travelling throughout Australia,
the Asia-Pacific, and Japan. He was
the lead architect for the Adelaide
River War Cemetery at Darwin, and
Bourail New Zealand War Cemetery
at New Caledonia. Vize studied at
Swinburne Technical School and

at Melbourne University in 1937.

He was articled to the prominent
modernist firm Morsby & McCon-
nell and was granted a reserved
occupation exemption from military
service during the war. Upon his
retirement from the Agency, in the
mid-1950s, Vize returned to Morsby
& McConnell becoming the firm’s
senior architect and designing

buildings across Australasia.

He joined the Commonwealth
Department of Works in 1969. His
last significant design, was the new
Radio School for the Royal Australian
Airforce at Laverton, in 1974.
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YABASHI MARBLE
Yabashi Marble was the primary

contractor for Yokohama War
Cemetery and by the 1950s
were associated with the nation’s
modernist architecture renaissance.
Today they are recognised as
Japan'’s pre-eminent stone
contractor. Founded in 1901 by
Ryokichi Yabashi (1867-1946) in
Akasaka, Gifu Prefecture, Yabashi
Marble grew to provide stone for
monumental buildings including
the Bank of Korea’s head office

(1912), Kyoto Station (1914), the
Governor-General’s Office in
Taipei (1919) and the National

Diet Building (1936). When the
war affected the stone business,
Yabashi Marble transitioned to
casting parts for locomotives and
munitions. Their factories survived
the war unscathed and helped
rebuild post-war Japan—supplying
stone for Osaka’s Trade Mission
Hotel (1947), Tokyo Station (1947),
and Tokyo's Supreme Court (1949),
alongside buildings required by
the occupation forces.
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ATHOL E. BROWN

Assigned to the Australian Army’s
War Graves Service (AWGS) in
1941, Athol Earl Brown (1905-1987)
oversaw the recovery and burial of

Australia’s military dead during the
war. Brown had served in the 2/8th
field regiment [Artillery], returning
wounded from the North African
campaign in 1941 before heading
up the AWGS. In 1946 under the
Imperial War Graves Commission,
Brown established the Anzac
Agency to design and build war
cemeteries and memorials across
Australia and the South Pacific.

His most challenging project was in
August 1944, arranging the recovery
and burial of 231 Japanese prisoners
of war that died escaping from a
POW Camp in Cowra, NSW. In
1964, the Agency created the
permanent cemetery in Cowra for
the Japanese, and designed by
architect Shigeru Yura, then teaching
at the University of Melbourne.
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JACK LEEMON
Jack Holder Leemon (1910-1962)
was Yokohama War Cemetery’s in-

augural site supervisor (1948-1951),
overseeing its development from
burial ground to a permanent site
consecrated in June 1951. Enlisting
in 1941, Leemon was assigned to
10 Australian Graves Registration
and Enquiries Unit working in New
Guinea. Upon war's end, as Officer
in Charge of 26 Australian War
Graves Unit, Leemon travelled

the Thai-Burma Railway, recovering
and providing burial for the dead.
A year earlier whilst on leave,
Leemon was dispatched to Cowra,
NSW by Brigadier Athol Brown
and tasked with identifying,
arranging recovery and organising
the burial for those Japanese
prisoners of wars who died in a
breakout. This burial ground would
later become the Cowra Japanese
military cemetery. In 1948, a
demobilised Leemon was sent to
Japan with his family to take charge
of the CWGC Yokohama site.
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LEN HARROP

Leonard Schofield Harrop (1915~
2011) joined the Anzac Agency

in 1948, working in Melbourne

and New Guinea until 1952, before
appointed inspector for CWGC

Yokohama, holding the post until
1986. Lieutenant Colonel Harrop
joined the British Army in 1941
serving as an artillery officer in
northern France, until his transfer
to the Army Graves Service in 1944.
Living in Japan for 50 years, Harrop
often escorted dignitaries through
CWGC Yokohama, including
Princess Diana in 1995. His ‘tireless
personal crusade’ to identify, locate
and publicise information on POW
deaths in Japan earned him the
respect of both foreign and
Japanese communities. Awarded
an MBE for services to the British
community in Japan in 1978,
Harrop is buried in the post-war
section of CWGC Yokohama.
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TOKIO NURSERY

Tokio Nursery was the principal
landscape and daily maintenance
gardening contractor for the
27-acre Yokohama War Ceme-
tery. Emerging in the immediate
post-war Allied occupation period,
Tokio Nursery Company Limited
was founded in 1946 by Masao
Yokomizo, a Tokyo University of
Agriculture graduate. Beginning

as an importer and exporter of
plant seeds, bulbs, garden supplies
and fertilisers, Tokio Nursery
expanded to landscape and
construction in 1949. Yokomizo
had ventured into the landscaping
business after working as a Chapter
Chief with the Imperial Military
Reserve Association within Japan
during the war. Yokomizo also took
an active role in the formation of the
Toto Zoen Kensetsu Kogyo Kumiai
(today known as Tokyo Landscape
Contractors Co-operative Society),
as Union President from 1954—64.
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CYCAS AND PATMS.

Cycas Revoluta, (Japan Piue Dalm) Represent-
i!

ing Japanese Cyeades is invaluable both for green-
houses and verandahs, sending forth its lustrous
fronds, w hly ornamental.  Dried leaves
are also plied, for artificial works, sach as

bouquets, , &c., for festival occasions.
We have special lities for procuring this palm
and ean supply it in immense quantities at the very
lowest figure. Stout stem with round head.

41fi. $ 800 per 1001s £ 0 5 12
20.00 1,000 5 16

250.00 10,000 50 0
12t § 270 100 s, £ 0 s 13
23.00 1,000 40 712
200.00 10,000 40 0
231 250 100 0 9
20.00 1,000 1 0
170,00 10,000 34 0
31/ Mark 25. per 100 kilo
230. 1000
2,000 10,000
19 it 23, 100
290, 1000
1,900 10,000
2-3 1. 20. 160
150 1000
1,600, 10,000

Cycas Revoluta, Dried leaves carefully prepared
by hot water and steam process. (Cheas Weddl)

below 25 inches $ 6,00 per 1,000 pieces, Mark 24

5000 10,600 w200
25-30  inches 8.00 1,000 TR Ul
72.00 10,000
30-36 w1000 1,000
90.00 10,000
36-40 5, 1400 1,000
12000 10,000
045 . 2300 1000
200.00 10,000
Eularia Japonica, or Susoki or Falaria Plune
Flower.
300 per 100 Il Muk 1200
$ 2500 per 1000 ks 100 00
220.00 10.000 880.00
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