Eucalyptus of Hodogaya
is a special exhibition on
display at the Yokohama
Archives of History Museum.

Visitors can explore the
Anzac Agency’s exceptional
achievement at Yokohama,
and learn o f the Australian
and Japanese architects,
landscapers, horticulturalists,
contractors, and officials, who
put aside cultural differences
and recent wartime enmity,
to collaborate on this
momentous project.
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An Australian Government Initiative since 1976

The Eucalypts of Hodogaya exhibition is supported by the Australian Government through
the Australia-Japan Foundation of the Department of Foreign Affairs.

Curated by Anoma Pieris, and Athanasios Tsakonas. Japanese translation by Kyomi Misaki.
BAGER ZiEx
Exhibition graphic design by Bradley Smith grandson of Robert C. Coxhead.
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The construction of CWGC
Yokohama was a process

of ‘mutual acclimatisation’—
a softening of the standard
design practices of both the
Australians and Japanese
which would achieve a
hybrid design acceptable

to all—an organic expression
of diplomacy.

Key to this expression
was the introduction of
eucalypts—their unruly
emergence through the
Japanese treescape mark
the relationship between
Australia and Japan.

The Anzac Agency team

was tasked with creating

an idyllic setting thousands
of miles from home in their
former adversary’s homeland.
They succeeded by forging
productive relationships with
their Japanese counterparts,
employing local building
materials, expertise, and
techniques.
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HODOGAYA
There goes a “kagd”or palanquin
with a personage of distinction
in it. His precious things are
being carried behind him.
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Their Japanese counterparts
had to come to terms with
defeat and fulfil the terms of
an occupying power. They
did so—and to an excellent
standard.

Many Commonwealth War

Graves Commission (CWGC)

gardens have unwittingly
hidden war’s violent effects
and masked sites with
difficult histories. Some
historians have argued that
the Anzac Agency architects
exploited Hodogaya's
natural beauty to reassure
the families of the fallen.
Yokohama's beautiful
gardens, and those of other
CWGC cemeteries across
the world, have nonetheless

comforted millions of visitors.

They have also provoked
reflection on war’s traumas,
and fostered reconciliation
between former enemies.
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YOKOHAMA, SEPTEMBER 1945.
Panorama of Yokohama showing the devastation caused by Allied bombing. AWM 019368
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THE COMMONWEALTH
WAR GRAVE COMMISSION
CEMETERY IN JAPAN LIES
NESTLED IN A HINOKI PINE
AND SAKURA-SHROUDED
HILLSCAPE, FIVE KILO-

METRES WEST OF THE
YOKOHAMA CITY CENTRE.

The remains of 1,555
Commonwealth service
personnel lie here, within
the bounds of a 27-acre
site, in what was once the
Yokohama City Children’s
Amusement Park.

Eucalypts of Hodogaya tells
the story of the creation of
this masterpiece of funereal
landscape architecture—
recognised by experts as the
finest of all the cemeteries
designed and built by the
Melbourne-based Anzac
Agency—today known

as the Office of Australian
War Graves.
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VIEW OF AUSTRALIAN SECTION, 2023.
Anoma Pieris.
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The Imperial War Graves
Commission, founded

by Sir Fabian Ware and
established by Royal Charter
on 21 May 1917, was tasked
with creating and main-
taining the British Empire’s
war graves. In 1960 it was
renamed the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission
(CWGQ).

From June 1946, the CWGC
was aided by a new organi-
sation—the Anzac Agency—
today’s Office of Australian
War Graves. Whereas the
Australian War Graves
Services (AWGS) were
responsible in initial recovery,
registration and burial
duties, the Agency assumed
responsibility for the design
and construction of war
cemeteries across Australia’s
Pacific sphere of operations.

BIRTHDAY CARD FOR ALAN ROBERTSON.

Zentsuji POW Camp, 1944. Artist unknown.
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Brigadier Athol E Brown,
formerly head of the

AWGS, was appointed
Secretary-General of the
Anzac Agency, with their
offices on Collins Street,
Melbourne. Brown’s team

of demobilised architects,
engineers, and horticulturists
expanded upon and created
new war cemeteries across
Australia, including at
Springvale in Victoria, the
Tatura German Military
Cemetery, and Japanese
Military Cemetery at

Cowra, New South Wales.
Overseas, the Agency
designed and oversaw the
creation of cemeteries at
Labuan, Malaysia; Bomana,
Lae and Rabaul in Papua New
Guinea; Makassar, Indonesia;
and Bourail, New Caledonia.

However, it was at
Hodogaya, Japan that

the Anzac Agency created
its masterpiece—the
Yokohama War Cemetery.
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The Commonwealth War
Graves Commission (CWGC)
cemetery at Yokohama was
designed by the Anzac
Agency between 1946

and 1951. It holds the remains
of 1,555 Commonwealth
service personnel.

Most of these individuals
perished as prisoners of war
whilst in Japan and China
during the Second World
War (1939-45). A smaller
number succumbed to illness,
disease, or misfortune whilst
serving as occupation troops
between 1945 and 1952,
and during the Korean War
(1950-53).

Paths, meandering across
CWGC Yokohama's
undulating hills, link five
discrete burial grounds—
British, Australian, joint New
Zealand-Canadian, a section
for pre-partition India, and
post-war—for those who
died in the Korean War,
occupation forces in Japan,
and some civilians.

The Yokohama Cremation
Memorial is located within
the British Section and hous-
es the ashes of 335 people
whose names—save for 51
unidentified—are inscribed
on the shrine’s walls.

The Australian section
contains 281 graves of

which three are unidentified.
They include ten sailors,

250 soldiers, eight airmen
and nine merchant seamen.
57 Australians also lie in the
post-war cemetery. The most
prominent is Warrant Officer
Ray Simpson VC who, at the
time of his death in October
1978, was resident in Japan.

[L] STONE YARD AT GIFU.

Photographer unknown. Yabashi Marble.
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[R] INTERIOR OF YOKOHAMA CREMATION MEMORIAL, 2023.

Anoma Pieris.
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DRAWING OFFICE OF THE
ANZAC AGENCY, MELBOURNE.
Robert Coxhead 1947

DEDICATION CEREMONY AT YOKOHAMA
WAR CEMETERY, JUNE 1951.

Harold Vaughan Dunkley. AWM
DUKJ4416, DUKJ4417
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Brett Finney
(1913-97)
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Clayton Vize
(1912-96)
gL E—F

Peter Spier
(1909-74)
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Robert Coxhead
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Michael Iwanaga
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Yabashi Marble
RIEAREA

Athol Earl Brown
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Jack Leemon
(1910-1962)
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(1915-2011)
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