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This project is a response to the school’s brief for the Tiwi College Art and Cultural 
Institute.  Tiwi College is an independent school located at Pickataramoor on Melville 
Island in the Northern Territory. The school has a strong focus on  developing cultural 
identity alongside educational excellence and vocational training.  Currently the school 
has plans for a new art and cultural centre to be located at the college, which will enable 
the school to enhance their curriculum and provide opportunities for cross cultural 
learning.

The building is envisioned as a place for the personal process of making art and aims to 
be relaxed and open. The elongated plan is highly permeable and is oriented to capture 
the prevailing breezes. Shaded outdoor work platforms extend occupants out into the 
landscape, while providing shelter from the hot sun or intense rain. These generous 
shaded areas enable art to be practiced  outdoors, which is common practice with local 
artists.

In plan, the project makes reference to the three days of the Kulama ceremony, and is 
based on a recurring motif in Tiwi art.  The form could also be likened to a meandering 
creek, a reference which is enhanced by the inclusion of an actual ‘creek’ running 
beneath length of the building. Water reuse is celebrated, with wide gutters and a bio-
filtration swale integral to the scheme, capturing rainwater for re-use in the school’s 
vegetable gardens.

A climatically responsive design avoids the need for air-conditioning and combined with 
the use of solar PV’s, reduces the reliance on diesel power generators. Furthermore, a 
simple yet robust structure is intended to be constructed with local labour and materials, 
in turn supporting the local Tiwi timber economy. 



TIWI COLLEGE ART AND CULTURAL INSTITUTE  
Studio 18 // Semester 2, 2015 // Doug Baillie 659776



21 Dec (101o)

21 June (55o)

21 Sept (78o) 21 Dec (101o)

21 June (55o)

21 Sept (78o)

21 Dec (101o)

21 June (55o)

21 Sept (78o)
21 Dec (101o)

21 June (55o)

21 Sept (78o)
21 Dec (101o)

21 June (55o)

21 Sept (78o)

Generous shading all year round

Rainwater collection and storage with 80,000L tanks, w of rain-
water via ‘creek bed’ under external work areas.

Ceilings oriented to allow views to trees Use of locally grown Timber for roof and floor structure Steel Frame and bracing for cyclone resistance

Cooling by natural cross ventilation and stack vent
Ceiling fans

Reflective Roofing + reflective insulation and timber ceiling to 
reduce radiant heat transmission

Solar PV’s  + Battery storage to offset reduce reliance diesel 
power generation.
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CONCEPT DIAGRAMS

Merger of building and landscape A meandering creek



1. Carving
2. Pottery
3. Wet Space, Screen Printing
4. Drawing, Lino Cutting
5. Drama, Music, Dance
6. Recording Studio
7. Store (Dehumidified)
8. M/F/Dis. WC
9. Kitchenette
10.  Side stage
11. Stage
12. Gallery
13. Reception/Office
14.  Outdoor Performance Space
15. Covered Outdoor Work Spaces
16.  Covered Walkway
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