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FROM THE DEAN 
JULIE WILLIS

We have been able to celebrate 
commencement and graduation ceremonies 
on campus at the start of the year, and in 
August we held our first live, in-person Open 
Day in two years where thousands of people 
turned up to  explore what the University has 
to offer.

It was such a thrill to see record numbers 
of excited prospective students and their 
families explore our beautiful campus and 
the extraordinary Glyn Davis Building. 
The basement theatre B117 was overflowing 
for information sessions about the Bachelor 
of Design, and sessions dedicated to 
individual majors were also very popular.

At Open Day, I was pleased to see many 
people walking through the gallery space, 
which featured the Sharing Schools, Building 
Communities exhibition. You can read more 
about it in an interview with Associate 
Professor Ben Cleveland in this edition.

Our events and exhibitions program 
has been in full swing, and in August we 
welcomed Singaporean-based landscape 
architects Salad Dressing. Chang Huai-yan 
and Goh Yu Han delivered a fascinating 
lecture about the notion of ‘rewilding 
the sky’, emerging from the rise of taller, 
denser skyscrapers and increasingly 
popular rooftop gardens.

We hosted the annual ABP Symposium 
in September – Future Design Research – 
which featured keynote lectures from 
international guests Jenny Wu and Theodore 
Spyropoulos and an “in conversation” event 
with renowned architect Ben van Berkel 
of UNStudio.

Our bi-annual MSDx celebration again drew 
large crowds and it was such a delight to see 
so many excited students presenting their 
work to their family and friends and the 
building full with fabulous creative work. 
This year, as part of MSDX Summer, we ran 

the inaugural Bachelor of Design graduate 
showcase, designX, which spanned the 
Parkville and Southbank campuses and is 
a fitting culmination and celebration of the 
B.Des graduating class.

With many countries now fully reopened 
for travel, I was fortunate to represent the 
Faculty on a number of overseas trips, 
including to Singapore and Indonesia, 
where I met with our partner universities 
and caught up with many of our alumni. 

We have very strong relationships with 
universities like the National University of 
Singapore and Institut Teknologi Bandung 
and we will no doubt be exploring many 
more partnership and collaboration 
opportunities in the coming months.

Finally, it was a delight to be able to 
celebrate recent alumnus, and now M.Arch 
student, Jacky Lam’s commendation for 
the RIBA Bronze Medal in London in early 
December. This follows alumnus Victoria 
Louise King’s Silver Medal award in 2019. 
The Bronze (bachelor level) and Silver 
(masters level) medals are arguably the 
most prestigious international student 
prizes in the world, so it is very special to 
see our students’ success in these.

It has been an honour to lead the Faculty 
for another year, in what has been one 
of the busiest years in recent memory. 
Our successes are a testament to the 
dedication and hard work of everyone in 
our Faculty community – staff, students, 
supporters, partners, and alumni – and I 
look forward to working with all of you in 
2023 and beyond.

Best wishes for a happy and safe 
holiday season!  
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AS THIS YEAR DR AWS TO A CLOSE, WE CAN LOOK BACK 
COLLECTIVELY AND REMEMBER 2022 AS THE YEAR THAT THINGS 
BEGAN TO RESEMBLE NORMALIT Y AFTER THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
FIRST HIT OUR SHORES IN EARLY 2020.
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These prestigious awards are presented each 
year by RIBA and celebrate exemplary student 
architecture work. Jacky’s nominated project 
Symbiosis was recognised from a record field 
of 500 universities from 100 countries around 
the world. 

Jacky undertook the project as part of 
Design Studio Epsilon, the final capstone 
subject of the Bachelor of Design, where 
students are asked to create a master plan 
for a social housing precinct that considers 
housing solutions that are better suited to 
contemporary societal needs and support 
communal living. Jacky’s work with Symbiosis 
was initially selected for display in the MSDx 
Winter 2022 exhibition, which recognises 
exemplary undergraduate and graduate 
student work. It was subsequently one of two 
undergraduate student works put forward for 
consideration for a RIBA award nomination by 
subject coordinator Djordje Stojanovic and 
program coordinator Amanda Achmadi.

The tutor for the subject, Mark Ng, said 
that Jacky’s work, which focuses on the 
suburban area of Brunswick West, went 
beyond the requirements of the design 
brief by incorporating passive ecologically 
sustainable development principles. 

“Buildings are planted lightly on the ground 
and there is a general consideration of 
non-human occupation on the site, with 
opportunities for greenery and habitat. One 
of the nice, nuanced things about Jacky’s 
scheme is that he seemed to interpret the 
architectural vernacular of the area in a really 
subtle, beautiful way,” Mark said.

One of the key ways that Jacky achieved that 
was to incorporate Indigenous values around 
caring for country and sustainability into 
existing design elements of the suburban 
location for the housing project. He describes 
this as an attempt to blur the boundaries 
between humans and nature, with building 
form that follows the fundamental rules of 
passive design principles.

“I looked at the history of Brunswick West, 
not just the colonial past but the rich 
Indigenous culture that exists in that area. 
By redrawing elements from the surrounding 
suburban fabric like the metal sheds and 
awning, it proposed a new type of housing 
that seeks to recall the past and retain 
memories of the presence in a symbolic 
way.” Jacky explained.

JACKY LAM, A STUDENT CURRENTLY 
COMPLETING HIS MASTER OF 
ARCHITECTURE WITH THE FACULTY 
OF ARCHITECTURE, BUILDING 
AND PLANNING, HAS BEEN 
AWARDED A BRONZE MEDAL 
COMMENDATION AT THE ROYAL 
INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS’ 
2022 PRESIDENT’S MEDALS. 

INTERNATIONAL 
RECOGNITION 
FOR STUDENT 
DESIGN WORK

By Tiana Stefanic

Aerial Map of Brunswick West. (Extracted from Nearmap)
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The careful consideration of complex themes 
is evident also in Jacky’s description of the 
symbiotic relationship across two dimensions 
– space, as it refers to humans and nature 
co-existing, and time, in celebrating 
Indigenous history in the context of post-
colonialism and ongoing globalisation. 

“With this project, I was seeking a way to 
celebrate Indigenous culture and understand 
what we can learn, while also considering 
what will happen into the future with the 
impact of globalisation in Melbourne.” 

Jacky was initially apprehensive about 
having his work put forward for the award but 
attributes his growing sense of confidence in 
his design work to support from his tutors. 

“Mark (Ng) gave me a lot of advice on the 
project. Sometimes I have ideas that aren’t 
very feasible, or I have a thought and I don’t 
know how to conceptualise it or push it 
further, and he helped me a lot with that.”

He has also been bolstered by a sense 
of community with fellow students. 

“Being part of that cohort made me feel like 
we were all in it together. I really enjoyed 
that kind of studio culture and I think that 
experience has helped me to succeed and 
come to this point.”

Although he hasn’t figured out long-term 
career goals just yet, Jacky is hoping to gain 
more experience in designing with different 
scales and focus more on the local and 
regional context of Melbourne.

“Right now I’m working on a studio project 
for my Master’s degree about reimagining 
remnant grasslands and public space on 
Melbourne’s Western Plains, which is on a 
scale that’s both challenging and exciting to 
work with. Being exposed to a wide range of 
knowledge and design in the context of 
current social discourse is the most rewarding 
thing about studying architecture at MSD.”

Above right: Faculty of Architecture, Building 
and Planning Dean Julie Willis and Jacky Lam 
at the RIBA ceremony. All other images sourced 
from Jacky Lam’s project Symbiosis

THE UNIVERSITY  
OF MELBOURNE

ATRIUM 43 | 2022 ARCHITECTURE BUILDING AND PL ANNING

PAGE 06 | 07



Photos by James Rafferty

An exhibition dedicated to the career of 
award-winning Australian architect Greg Burgess 
was on display at the University of Melbourne’s 
Melbourne School of Design as part of the 
Alumni Survey Series. 

For over 50 years, Burgess has explored 
architecture as a way to engage in a meaningful 
relationship with client, country and purpose. 
He applies a sense of playful exploration to find 
out what would best serve the community; 
empowering people to participate in 
conversations and be part of the design process.

The exhibition explored connections between 
design, place and soul and celebrated his work, 
which is known for its complex geometries, 
material and spiritual insights.

SEEKING RESONANCE: 
THE LIFE-ARCHITECTURE 
OF GREGORY BURGESS

“I THINK EXHIBITIONS ARE A 
CATALYST, BUT ALSO THEY’RE AN 
OPPORTUNIT Y TO EXPLORE DEEPLY 
THE CONNECTION BETWEEN 
ARCHITECTURE AND LIFE.”
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He is currently President Elect for the 
Student Organised Network of Architects 
(SONA). We spoke to him about what 
motivated him to take on such an active 
role in student life, and his experience 
with continuing his studies overseas. 

What were the highlights of your time 
studying with the Faculty?

I was able to do some independent research 
projects with Blair Gardiner, and another with 
Alan Pert and Gini Lee. The second project 
was Perspective Mapping: 7 Days Cycling in 
the South Australian Riverland, and was my 
attempt to translate the architectures and 
experience of cycling through that landscape 
with mappings, drawings, photography, 
notation and text. It was really enjoyable. 
I also managed to do Bower Studio, which is 
something I’ve always wanted to do because 
of the Northern Territory connection.

Why did you decide to continue your 
postgraduate studies overseas?

In 2017 I had the opportunity to study a 
semester on exchange at The University 
College Dublin, and then Covid got in the way 
of my original plan to go overseas as soon as 
I finished my undergraduate studies. I ended 
up commencing the Master of Architecture in 
Melbourne, and since then I’ve had the 
opportunity to study for a semester in Munich 
and now at the Politecnico di Milano. It’s been 
interesting to see the pros and cons of the 
different approaches to teaching at each 
university. In Munich, I was studying 6 or 7 
subjects at once, and in Milan I’m taking two 
studio subjects concurrently each semester.

EXPLORING STUDENT 
LIFE THROUGH LEADERSHIP 
AND PARTICIPATION

By Tiana Stefanic

Do you have a particular niche or area of 
interest in design that you’re drawn 
towards?

I’m interested in architecture that is highly 
effective, using minimal interventions 
to affect the greatest possible change. 
For example rural architecture that don’t 
even involve architects yet are highly 
creative in how they solve the problems 
of everyday living.

Anne Lacaton and Jean-Philippe Vassal who 
won the Pritzker Architecture Prize last year 
are a good example of architects creating 
similarly simple and effective moves with 
their work. They have an excellent approach 
in terms of being effective in what they do; 
the opposite of tabula rasa – not just coming 
in and expecting that any new shiny building 
they put up is going to be great, but looking 
at conditions as they are, and finding ways 
to inflect and manipulate them. I think that’s 
a really exciting way to practice.

What motivated you to encourage your 
fellow students to get more involved with 
the academic and cultural life of the 
University?

I think that one of the real benefits of studying 
in Melbourne is the city, which is a similar 
reason to why I’m now studying in Milan. 
But it can be hard to get a grip on all the 
extracurricular lectures and creative events 
that are going on. So when I returned from 
exchange in Dublin I decided to get more into 
the student advocacy side of things.

In 2019 I took on a leadership role for 
the Global Architecture Profiling initiative, 
I created the MSD discussion board Facebook 
group, which quickly grew from 500 to 
1,600 students, and James Gledhill and 
I ran a weekly pub night. I also invited 
representatives from the 7 separate 
architecture and built environment student 
societies to create a joint dialogue, which 
hadn’t really existed before. From there 
myself and Will Scobie become involved in 
the MSD Student Forum which we tried to 
make more effective in how it allows students 
to raise issues to be addressed by Faculty 
and then be reported back to students by 
their representatives. 

I’ve found that when you get a group of 
like-minded students together in a room, 
it can be incredibly productive in terms of 
the conversation and thinking that occurs.   

What advice do you have for first year 
students at the Faculty?

If there’s a professor, or a lecturer, or a 
tutor that has knowledge that you are really 
interested in, just go and chat to them. Most  
if not all of the professors are very open and 
happy to talk to you about their research, 
and they’ll follow up a conversation with a 
reading list and all the rest of it, and let you 
know how you can join in with what other 
students are up to. If you want to pursue 
something, just chase it.

TOM HUNTINGFORD MOVED TO MELBOURNE FROM DARWIN IN 
2016, COMPLETING A BACHELOR OF ENVIRONMENTS (NOW THE 
BACHELOR OF DESIGN), MAJORING IN ARCHITECTURE. WHILE A 
STUDENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE, TOM HAS BEEN 
ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN LEADERSHIP AND STUDENT ADVOCACY, 
AND HIS EFFORTS WERE RECOGNISED WITH THE 2022 NATIONAL 
STUDENT PRIZE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF ARCHITECTURE.

‘Collage 1’ by Tom Huntingford.  
Below: ‘Adaptive Extension’, model by Tom Huntingford

Above: Perspective Mapping’ and ‘Adam 
in the Park Censored’ by Tom Huntingford
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Tell us about your experience working 
with a design studio as part of the 
two-week intensive?

Tasha: I had a wonderful experience with 
MAP Studio. Our studio brief was to repurpose 
a garden at the Arsenale (Giardino delle 
Vergini) as a residency for approximately 
twenty emerging artists. We first addressed 
underlying issues of the site including 
ineffective access and lack of a unique 
identity being represented. We proposed 
using a steel framing system referencing 
the existing industrial language of the site; 
acknowledging the co-existence of old and 
new on the site and creating a welcoming, 
accessible entrance leading visitors to the 
heart of the site.

Karry: MVRDV Studio is very structured 
and I learnt a lot. We began with a design 
competition for a watch tower on the lagoon, 
and a second group project looked at 
different archipelagos connected to the 
lagoon’s agriculture, food, and fishing cycles. 
It was a memorable experience to collaborate 
with so many talented people from other 
schools, countries and disciplines. 

Greta: Salottobuono Studio was quite 
different from the others (who were more 
design output based) in that we undertook a 
research assignment that dove into Venetian 
art and architecture history, with the unique 
twist being that we studied ephemeral 
structures used to mark occasions during 
festivities. We analysed the structures and 
their symbolic and functional purposes, 
before recreating them through line drawings. 

Why do you think it’s valuable to travel 
overseas as part of your study in design 
and architecture?

Tasha: Participating in the Venetian lifestyle 
gave me insights into different cultures and 
stepping away from my comfort zone has 
extended the boundaries of my design 
personalisation. It was valuable being able 
to network and meet like-minded people in 
Venice, a magical city that embodies 
everything we need to learn as architects.

Karry: It was a memorable experience to 
collaborate with so many talented people 
from other schools and countries. One of 
the most inspirational aspects of the Venice 
Studio is the exposure to diverse ideas and 
voices and the opportunity to engage with 
people from different disciplines. It is a 
process of mutual learning that unlocks 
the possibilities of design.

What was a highlight from the field 
trips you went on?

Karry: Each studio has its curated field trips 
based on the topics. Because we are working 
on the agriculture industry within the lagoon 
context, we were shown the rural areas of 
Venice, which are places people would only 
visit on their 15th trips to Venice! We were 
lucky to see an entirely different side of Venice 
and to listen to local people’s 
opinions and needs.

Greta: My favourite part of the structured 
studio was the extensive walking tour we 
took, locating the precise areas in which the 
events we were studying took place. It was 
intriguing to understand the proportions of 
the spaces and events, and to acknowledge 
where a rare change in historic Venice’s 
streetscape had occurred to eliminate or 
alter the space we had understood through 
the paintings. 

What is the most valuable thing you 
learnt from the experience?

Greta: Looking back, Venice marks a pivotal 
change in my headspace towards design, 
architecture and my future ambitions. It was 
so motivating to take our knowledge outside 
the walls of the university and our home office 
set-ups, and to become acquainted more 
deeply with fellow students. I guess 
it has eliminated a lot of self-doubt that 
accumulated through the online learning 
of such a demanding degree.  

Tasha: I was particularly inspired by Traudy 
Pelzel, one of MAP Studio’s directors. She is 
a passionate and talented architect with a 
family to serve, much like what I aspire to 
be in the future. She spoke to me about how 
much care and dedication is needed to 
maintain this role duality, and how it can 
be challenging at times but worth pursuing. 
It was encouraging to me that as women we 
are more than capable of handling both.

STUDENTS EXPLORE 
THE POSSIBILITIES 
OF DESIGN AT 
VENICE STUDIO

By Tiana Stefanic

IN JULY THIS YEAR, 36 STUDENTS 
FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MELBOURNE PARTICIPATED IN 
VENICE STUDIO, A TWO-WEEK 
INTENSIVE DESIGN STUDIO 
PROGRAM. THEY HAD THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO MEET OTHER 
STUDENTS FROM AROUND THE 
WORLD AND WORK TOGETHER WITH 
LEADING INTERNATIONAL OFFICES 
OF ARCHITECTURE AND URBANISM. 

The students participated in field trips biking 
around the Venetian lagoon system, learned 
from local farmers, listened to talks at key 
public buildings, and worked in dedicated 
studio spaces within a palazzo on the Grand 
Canal. The end of the program coincided with 
the biggest festival in the Venetian calendar, 
the Redentore Festival, which included 
feasting and a fireworks display over St Mark’s 
Basin. We spoke to three students – Tasha 
Handoko, Karry Sheng, and Greta Hinchen - 
to find out more about their experiences 
working for three different studios. 

Above and left: Images of 
Venice Studio trip by Karry Sheng

THE UNIVERSITY  
OF MELBOURNE

ATRIUM 43 | 2022 ARCHITECTURE BUILDING AND PL ANNING

PAGE 12 | 13

https://venice.studio/2022-mapstudio/
https://venice.studio/2022-mvrdv/
https://venice.studio/salottobuono-2022/
https://venice.studio/


Lu completed the Bachelor of Design, 
majoring in Construction in 2020 and has 
almost completed her Master’s degree. Lu 
has excelled throughout her studies, earning 
inclusion on the Dean’s Honour List for the 
past four years. In 2020 she was the recipient 
of the Australian Institute of Building Prize 
and undergraduate medal, which is usually 
awarded to architecture students. We spoke 
to Lu about the fortunate alignment of work 
and study that started with being awarded 
the scholarship in 2021. 

Tell us about your experience with the 
Faculty, and why you chose to undertake 
a Construction major in your 
undergraduate and postgraduate studies?

I’m passionate about this part of the industry 
because we translate the 3D models of 
architects and think about all the practical 
aspects like weatherproofing that will make 
buildings habitable. I’ve learnt that trust and 
collaboration are really important - from the 
architect to the client to the subcontractor. 
We all have different parts of the knowledge 
that we need to make a project work, so we 
need to share that knowledge. It’s the way 
that the Construction major is designed as 
well – we learnt how a project is initiated 

from the planning phase to design, and who 
the stakeholders are at each stage, so that 
we have a holistic view of the process from 
the initiation to the demolition.

A subject I took in the final semester of my 
Bachelor’s degree called Industry Partner 
Project Studio was really valuable. A range 
of guest lecturers introduced us to different 
perspectives on the construction process, 
and we were able to engage with a real 
company, Kane Construction, and work 
on the new student precinct project at the 
University. Even through during lockdown 
we didn’t have the opportunity for site visits 
I feel like the Faculty always wants to 
mitigate the negative impact of those kinds 
of situations and keep the original level of 
what the experience would be like.

What made you apply for the scholarship, 
and what has it meant to you?

In the final year of my undergraduate degree 
I received a letter from the university telling 
me I had received four awards. A friend had 
told me it’s hard to get a scholarship from 
the university unless you’re a top student, 
so when I got the letter I thought, well I 
guess I am a top student now! It was a great 

BUILDING A SOLID FOUNDATION 
FOR A CAREER IN CONSTRUCTION By Tiana Stefanic

feeling because I worked really hard in 
my Bachelor’s; I was the student waiting 
outside of MSD before 7am. When I got 
the scholarship it felt like my efforts had 
paid off, and the scholarship relieved the 
financial pressure on my parents to pay 
my education fees.

I was encouraged by a member of the 
Development team at MSD to send a thank 
you letter after receiving the scholarship, 
and I received a personal reply from Tristan 
Forster (member of the Forster family and 
joint managing director at Kane 
Constructions), who then passed my details 
on to the director who has oversight of the 
company’s graduate program. That’s how I 
ended up joining Kane Constructions, and 
I’ve been working there part-time along with 
my studies for the past year. 

I’m so appreciative of the scholarship 
because that’s where everything started 
for me. I didn’t realise when we heard the 
presentation from Kane Construction in 
that final subject of my Bachelor’s degree 
that I would then work for that company 
because of this scholarship. It all feels like 
a nice coincidence.

Looking to the future, what do you hope 
to do next?

I’ll graduate at the end of this semester and 
I want to continue with Kane Constructions, 
where I’m currently a project engineer for a 
project that will be finished early next year 
(the Paula Fox Melanoma and Cancer Centre 
at Alfred Health). We’re doing the structure 
now, then the façade, then the fit out. It’s 
a quick process and I’ve never seen a 
building completed within a year, its really 
unbelievable. And because I’m from China, 
it’s helpful that I’m able to communicate 
with suppliers. 

I’ve found that I’m always encouraged to 
ask questions and to have a good work/life/
study balance. I feel like a valuable part of 
the team and people genuinely care about 
what’s going on in my life. I’m grateful to be 
able to apply everything I’ve learnt during 
my studies to my job. I feel like this year I’m 
growing in a straight climb up! 

LU ZHANG IS THE MOST 
RECENT RECIPIENT OF THE 
FORSTER FAMILY FOUNDATION 
SCHOL ARSHIP, AWARDED 
BIENNIALLY TO TALENTED 
STUDENTS ENTERING THE 
MASTER OF CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT BY THE FORSTER 
FAMILY FOUNDATION, A PRIVATE 
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 
ESTABLISHED IN 2014 AS THE 
PHIL ANTHROPIC ARM OF 
FORSITE CAPITAL. 

Above: Lu doing a safety inspection on the Paula Fox 
Melanoma and Cancer Centre at Alfred Health project 
site; and design concepts for the project.

Opposite: Lu with a colleague at a mine site tour 
organised by Kane Constructions.
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INNOVATION AND RENEWAL 
IN THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

By Tiana Stefanic The agency was recently awarded by the 
Urban Land Institute with an Asia Pacific 
Awards for Excellence, and subsequently 
also awarded a prestigious Global Awards 
for Excellence for their project ANKEN Alley. 
We spoke to Alexandra about how her 
studies with the University influenced 
her current work practice.

What are your reflections on living and 
studying and Melbourne, and how do you 
stay connected to the university?

I have family and friends all in Melbourne, 
so until recently I’ve been able to travel back 
at least once or twice a year. I’ve seen the 
changes in Melbourne as well as in Shanghai 
during those 10-20 years which is a nice 
parallel. Shanghai is a bit of a hub for alumni, 
with a lot of alumni from the Faculty in the 
past ten or fifteen years coming from China, 
and the university has done a great job of 
reaching out and staying connected. ANKEN 
has had opportunities to host interns, and 
in 2019 we hosted a tour with Julie Willis and 
a group of local alumni.

I completed my studies at the university 
in the nineties and a lot of what we 
experienced in Melbourne at that time, 
when the whole laneway culture in the CBD 
was starting to transform, has actually had 
a big effect on my work. A study experience 
I remember favourably is a subject I took in 
fourth year on post-colonialism, which got 
us thinking about how the layers of meaning, 
and layers of history and culture in a city 
affect the way the built environment is 
formed. That resonated very strongly and 
has had an impact on what we do now.

ALEX ANDR A CHU IS AN 
ALUMNUS OF THE FACULT Y OF 
ARCHITECTURE, BUILDING AND 
PL ANNING AND THE CO-FOUNDER 
OF ANKEN GROUP, A REAL ESTATE 
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY BASED IN 
SHANGHAI THAT FOCUSES ON 
SUSTAINABLE DESIGN PR ACTICES 
THROUGH REDEVELOPMENT OF 
URBAN SPACES.

Images of ANKEN Alley project, courtesy 
of Alexandra Chu/ANKEN Group. 
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What informed your decision to 
start ANKEN in Shanghai?

When I came to Shanghai the scale of 
the projects was enormous. I’m sure other 
alumni who have worked in China have 
experienced this – it’s not always easy to 
control projects, because there are outside 
forces that are changing and pushing you in 
different directions. The decision to shift 
from design consultancy to investment 
manager to developer came from wanting 
to see projects through from conception 
to reality.

Shifting our focus to development was borne 
out of a need to find an office for ourselves 
and recognising that a people-first approach 
is where you should always start. When 
you’re designing or doing architecture or 
development or anything, you really need 
to understand who the end-user is for a 
building and go from there. 

Starting our own practice ANKEN and 
getting into the development side was 
about preserving the true vision of a project. 
We were lucky enough to do it in a growth 
market in Shanghai, but at a smaller scale 
where probably a lot of the other 
competitors were looking in a much 
broader scale, and that gave us the 
opportunity to get our start. 

Tell us about the ANKEN Alley project, 
which has been recognised by the ULI 
Global Awards for Excellence.

The ANKEN Alley project is actually quite 
unique, because it was done over two 
phases. The site was in the middle of an 
urban block, so its quite centrally located 
in Shanghai, but it was abandoned and in 
complete disrepair. The first phase is a light 
asset, long lease model and we were able 
to transform it over a couple of years. And 
that then gave us the opportunity to 
purchase the building in front as a hard 
asset, which led to being able to combine 
the two projects. 

Historically, Shanghai has a culture 
of laneways, and of course, being from 
Melbourne, the laneways are an important 
urban fabric for the city as well. Luckily, I was 
able to combine a bit of that sensibility from 
the Melbourne days, as well as with the 
historic typology of Shanghai, and so the 
project has cultural relevance for both cities. 

Do you think the idea of focusing 
on underutilised buildings in a 
city is something that should be 
applied elsewhere?

Absolutely. From a sustainability point of 
view, we only focus on existing buildings. 
Instead of building new, if you focus on 
existing, predominantly commercial 
structures, you can save up to half the 
carbon footprint of a new build. So just by 
doing nothing, you’re already doing better 
than a lot of the new builds! 

On my many trips back to Melbourne, 
I’ve noticed that for economic reasons 
and the effects of the pandemic, more and 
more of the shops on Bridge Road, Chapel 
Street and Acland Street are empty. These 
are great inner-city locations and I’m really 
interested in finding a functional or financial 
model that can bring life back to a lot of the 
main street retail. 
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people generally already have with their 
school, for example by normalising access to 
child and maternal health services on or 
adjacent to school sites.” 

A national organisation which acts as a 
vector to bring together services in this 
way is Community Hubs Australia. The 
Hume City Council recently celebrated ten 
years of participation in the program with 
a free exhibition. Families from migrant 
communities in particular have benefitted 
enormously from this networked approach to 
the delivery of community services through 
schools. Ben cites an example of a Libyan 
family who came from a concentration camp 
to Melbourne and were told “go to this school 
because they’ll look after you, and let you 
know about how to access other services. 
That’s happened multiple times and that’s 
pretty powerful.”

Ongoing research is currently being 
conducted by four PhD candidates, Carolina 
Rivera Yevenes, Natalie Miles, Robert Polglase 
and Hayley Paproth, including field work in 
schools considered to be successful cases of 
well-integrated community hubs. One of the 
key learnings is that every school is different 
with specific local needs, “from building a 
covered outdoor basketball court in outback 
Western Australia, which is considered 
absolutely fabulous by a small Indigenous 
community, to a brand-new public school in 
South Australia for 1400 students with all the 
bells and whistles.” Some schools have been 
supported by the organisation Our Place, 
which stemmed from the success of  a 
‘lighthouse’ project at Doveton College. 

Subsequent projects in Victoria have 
included the Korayn Birralee Family Centre 
in Corio, designed by one of the project’s 
research partners Brand Architects.

According to Ben, a long-term objective of 
the project is to offer an advisory service to 
support conversations and decision-making 
between schools, councils, and state 
governments with respect to how the built 
environment can contribute more effectively 
to developing more resilient and sustainable 
communities. “One of the big challenges is 
that the government departments that build 
social infrastructure don’t team up, and local 
municipalities tend to build their own thing. 
There are all these separately owned assets 
that offer different services, so why not bring 
them together when appropriate?” As 
school-age populations continue to grow and 
migration across state borders continues 
apace, the need for school infrastructure that 
responds well to an ever-wider variety of 
needs will be essential for the livability of 
local neighborhoods, particularly in newly 
developing areas.

Acknowledgement: Special thanks goes to 
the ‘Building Connections’ research team for 
their wonderful work over the past three 
years: Prof Janet Clinton, A/Prof Ian McShane, 
Dr Philippa Chandler, Sarah Backhouse, 
Rebecca Colless and Dr Ruth Aston, plus 
the project’s PhD candidates named above.

The exhibition gave visitors a sense of how 
extending schools beyond their core usage 
can make access to community services 
more equitable, improve environmental 
sustainability, and enhance the engagement, 
health, and education of all stakeholders. 
The research team behind the exhibition is 
led by Associate Professor Ben Cleveland. 
As Co-Director at the Learning Environments 
Applied Research Network (LEaRN), Ben 
developed the Australian Research Council 
(ARC) Linkage grant that helped to secure 
project partners from the state governments 
of Queensland and South Australia, the 
Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta, 
RMIT University, and the design firms Brand 
Architects and Clarke Hopkins Clarke. The 
ARC Linkage Project, ‘Building Connections: 
Schools as Community Hubs’, is the 
source of funding for the research and 
the exhibition content.

The exhibition featured the infrastructure 
projects of 25 schools with vastly different 
operations and facilities, with a large floor 
decal demonstrating the typical journey 
that schools seeking to become community 
hubs take, including the many challenges and 
opportunities. The key resource aligned to 
the project is the How to Hub Australia 
framework, visualised as a jigsaw puzzle. 
According to Ben, the objective of the 
exhibition was to help people “take an 
ecological view of what needs to happen 
in order to make decisions around the built 
environment when creating community 
focused schools”.

“Rather than just forge ahead on 
assumptions”, he suggests, “you’ve got to 
have that bigger picture understanding.”   

The starting point for success for any school 
hub project is to embed an understanding of 
the big picture early in the design process.  
“In the urban design phase of developing a 
community-facing school, it can be as simple 
as putting in really good lighting that extends 
after hours use of playing fields, which can be 
incredibly useful to communities.” Ben points 
out that facilities aren’t always equipped for 
purposes outside of core teaching and 
learning activities because such activity is 
seen as an additional burden that school 
administrators don’t have the time or 
resources to manage. “One of the really 
obvious ones that comes up all the time is 
outside of hours school care. Schools need 
a multi-purpose space that’s available for 
school use during the day that then converts 
to an environment for before and after school 
care. This is becoming an absolute must for 
the majority of primary schools.”

A goal of the researchers is to expand the 
mindset of what is meant by community use 
of school facilities, beyond well-established 
sport and recreational activities. Creating 
infrastructure that supports essential 
services, such as wellbeing and medical care 
onto school grounds is becoming increasingly 
important. As Ben acknowledges, “schools 
have always been the locus of community 
connection and social networks. So why not 
leverage the trusted relationships that 

URBAN DESIGN 
EMPOWERING SCHOOL 
COMMUNITIES TO EVOLVE

By Tiana Stefanic

EARLIER THIS YEAR, THE DULUX GALLERY AT THE MELBOURNE 
SCHOOL OF DESIGN HOSTED THE EXHIBITION SHARING SCHOOLS, 
BUILDING COMMUNITIES, WHICH SHOWCASED THE L ATEST 
RESEARCH ON DEVELOPING SCHOOLS AS COMMUNIT Y HUBS.

Images of Sharing Schools, Building Communities 
exhibition launch by James Rafferty.
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EVENTS AND EXHIBITIONS

Dean’s Lecture Series – Rewilding the Sky

In August, architects Goh Yu Wan and Chang 
Huai Yan from Singapore-based landscape 
design firm Salad Dressing visited MSD as 
part of the Dean’s Lecture Series. They 
presented a lecture titled ‘Rewilding the Sky’, 
speculating on how rooftop spaces are an 
example of urban design that demonstrate 
how we can share our environment and 
spaces with other living beings. Read an 
interview with the architects conducted by 
Masters of Landscape Architecture students. 

Seeking Resonance: The life-architecture 
of Gregory Burgess

This retrospective exhibition presented 
as part of the Alumni Survey Series in the 
Dulux Gallery celebrated over 50 years of 
work from one of Australia’s leading 
architects. Greg Burgess has been 
recognised for his participatory design 
approach, with consideration of respectful 
engagement and working with Indigenous 
communities to create designs that resonate 
with elements of Country. The exhibition 
team was led by Dr Kirsten Day and A/Prof 
Peter Raisbeck, and the event supported 
by the Faculty’s Exhibitions, Engagement 
and Marketing teams. See photos from 
the exhibition on pp 8-9.

ABP Symposium - Future Design Research

The annual ABP Symposium was 
presented by the Advanced Digital Design 
+ Fabrication (ADD+F) research Hub at 
the end of September, led by Rochus Hinkel, 
Leire Asensio Villoria and Paul Loh, in 
collaboration with the Melbourne Graduate 
School of Education. Participants enjoyed 
insightful discussions about future directions 
in design research, with compelling keynote 
lectures by international guests and robust 
panel discussions. You can access the 
recordings from the symposium here.

Difficult Urban Questions: Inaugural 
Cities@Melbourne Symposium

This one-day symposium was organised 
by Cathy Oke and Michele Acuto from the 
Melbourne Centre for Cities research hub. 
Presenters from academia and industry 
engaged with questions around how we 
maintain sustainable and 24-hour thriving 
cities in the wake of climate disasters, how 
global cities can be built to be equitable 
and inclusive, and whether city research 
can solve difficult global challenges.

MSDx Summer

One of Australia’s largest design exhibition 
returned, with the Glyn Davis Building 
transformed into a multi-floor gallery 
showcasing hundreds of pieces of studio 
work by students. MSDx illustrates the 
quality and diversity of output at the 
Melbourne School of Design, ranging from 
highly speculative propositions reimagining 
the future of cities, infrastructures and 
materials, to more practice-oriented efforts 
conveying a love of craft or a care for place. 
Explore the online gallery here. 

designX

The inaugural celebration of the work 
produced from the capstone subject in the 
Bachelor of Design was held in conjunction 
with MSDx, with the showcase taking over 
Level 4 of the Glyn Davis Building and 
featuring multidisciplinary work from 
graduating BDes students.

In Conversation with 
Ben van Berkel from UNStudio

In November Co-Founder and Principal 
Architect at international design firm 
UNStudio Ben van Berkel visited the 
university to deliver a talk on seminal 
projects from the firm’s 30 year history, 
including STH BNK which is set to become 
Australia’s tallest tower. Watch the talk here.

Judy Bush led research for a free, 
online, evidence-based green 
infrastructure tool called ‘The Green 
Factor Tool’, which won the Climate 
Positive Design Award at the 2022 
National Landscape Architecture 
Awards.

Ben Cleveland was the co-recipient 
of two Victorian School Design Awards, 
Best School Project Above $10M for 
Greater Shepparton Secondary College 
and the Ministers Award for the 
Victorian Academy of Teaching 
and Leadership. 

Kim Dovey was elected a Fellow of 
the Academy of Social Sciences in 
Australia (ASSA), in recognition of his 
contribution to the advancement of 
social science knowledge. 

Project 5: A Weekend for Every 
Worker, led by Natalie Galea, won 
The Urban Developer’s 2022 Award 
for Industry Excellence in Commercial 
Innovation.

Jefa Greenaway received the Good 
Design Award Best in Class in the 
Service Design Education Services 
category at the Australian Good Design 
Awards, for his work designing a suite 
of discipline based Indigenous Cultural 
Design Competency (ICDC) online 
learning modules.

Masa Noguchi won the Chancellery 
International Global Classrooms 
Seed Grants 2022 in partnership with 
Hokkaido University in Japan. He also 
succeeded in the First Hokkaido-
Melbourne Joint Research Workshops 
Fund application, and was invited to 
join the editorial board of the Journal 
of Chinese Architecture and Urbanism. 

Mark Stevenson was announced as one 
of the recipients of NHRMC Partnership 
Projects funding. The research will 
focus on delivering a population-based 
intervention to reduce road crashes 
among young provisional licence 
holders. Mark was also elected as a 
member of the Australian Academy of 
Health and Medical Sciences (AAHMS).

Jason Thompson was awarded an  
ARC Future Fellowship 2022 for his 
project on improving the performance 
of Australian social insurance schemes. 
He was also awarded funding in round 
one of the ARC Discovery Projects 2023 
for a project focused on person-centred 
design of compensation and 
rehabilitation schemes following 
workplace injury.

The Cummeragunja project team won 
the Award for Excellence in Place-based 
initiatives in the University of 
Melbourne’s Excellence Awards. This 
project, a collaboration between the 
Cummeragunja community, ABP’s 
Bower Studio (led by Dr David O’Brien), 
and the Academy of Sport, Health and 
Education (ASHE) in Shepparton, 
culminated in the construction of a 
pavilion for the local community.
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